
 

 

September 2018 
Willards Elementary School 

Dolphin Press 

 
36161 Richland Rd 

Willards, MD 21874 

Phone: 410-677-5819 

Fax: 410-677-5830 

 

Judy Nicholson 

Principal 

jnichols@wcboe.org 

 

Jennifer Rice 

Assistant Principal 

jrice@wcboe.org 

Special points of interest: 
 

√ Check your child’s agenda 

book each day. 

 

√ Drop off your child after 

7:45am. 
 

√ Arrive before 8:15am 

or your child will be 

counted tardy.   
Late arrivals must be signed 

in by an adult. 

 
 

√ Send us a note about 

changes in transportation, 

illness, and/or contact infor-

mation. 

 
√ Students will not be dis-

missed from the office after 

2:15 unless a note has been 

sent in stating they have an   

appointment. 

 

Welcome back! 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nicholson 

Welcome all to Wonderful Willards Elementary for our 2018-
2019 school year. We have had a great school opening as both 
new and re-turning students alike have been welcomed for a 
year of learning and fun.   We truly appreciate meeting the fami-
lies that were in attendance during our school’s Pre-K/
Kindergarten Orientation on August 23rd and Open House on Au-
gust 30th.  If you were not able to come out and meet your 
child’s new teacher, we welcome you to make arrangements to 
do so.    
 
Mrs. Rice and I look forward to the opportunity to get to know 
you and your child better.  It is our desire to build a partnership 
that will support your child’s academic growth throughout their 
elementary years at our school.  Please let us know if we can be 
of assistance to you throughout the school year.   

  

As mentioned in our first PTA meeting, all schools in Wicomico 
County have converted to the Raptor visitor sign-in system.  We 
welcome our families into the school and want to afford you 
many opportunities to visit your child in his or her classroom.  
We do encourage you to bring your driver’s license into the 
building for each visit.  Your license will be required by the Rap-
tor system in order to permit entrance beyond our school office. 
As shared in our PTA meeting, everyone must get signed in by 
someone in the front office for the first time they plan to enter 
the building beyond the office doors.  After that point, you may 
sign yourself in the system with your license following the steps 
shared on the Raptor kiosk.  We understand this process may 
take a few extra moments upon your first sign-in; but please 
know that the county’s investment in this system was designed 
for the safety of our students and their expectations are to fol-
low the visitor sign-in system to its entirety. Our office personnel 
have been trained on this system and will be happy to assist you 
should you need help with this process.   

 

We have lots of learning opportunities and special events 
planned for our students this year.  Our PTA has also scheduled 
their meetings and family events in advance.  We hope that you 
will mark these dates on your calendar and plan to join us.  
Within the contents of every Dolphin Press you will find a Parent 
Calendar to assist you in the planning process.  We welcome 
your active participation in your child’s education and look for-
ward to working with our families at Willards Elementary School.    



 

 

Pre Kindergarten 

Kindergarten 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

First Grade 

The kindergarten team would like to welcome all of our 
wonderful students and families! We are excited to 
work with your children. Our first Kindergarten reading 
unit is Welcome to School. Our first unit will focus on 
how are we better together, as we explore our rules, 
routines and friends’ names. We will be using a variety 
of fiction and nonfiction texts to make connections as 
we explore the world around us. We will be focusing on 
making sets to 10 as well as counting aloud and identi-
fying numbers. 

We are excited to welcome you back to an ex-
citing new year in first grade! We will be reading about 
and exploring the following topics in September: work-
ing together, books with counting, and having fun with 
language. We will focus on the author, Kevin Henkes 
and exploring characters in his books.  Students will 
review beginning and ending sounds, sight words, 
short vowel words and writing simple sentences.  We 
will begin using our new county-wide writing curricu-
lum.  Students will be involved in daily writer’s work-
shops.  In math, we will review numbers to 20, adding 
and subtracting within 10, and counting.   

Please check your child’s blue folder daily for 
any important papers.  Also, read and sign your child’s 
agenda every night.  Remember to read with your 
child for at least 15 minutes nightly.  We are looking 
forward to a great year with you and your child! 

Our Second Graders are off to a great start! We 
have engaged our students in several “getting 
to know you” activities which revolved around 
read aloud texts. They look like they are going 
to be a great group of children to work with! 
This coming month we will be reading a variety 
of texts centered around a nature theme.  We 
will also be reading stories from Dav Pilkey, An-
gela Johnson, and Wong Herbert Yee to name 
a few.  We will be getting our creative juices 
flowing as we participate in daily writing activi-
ties. A parent newsletter will be coming home 
which details the topics covered in the first unit 
of math.  There will be online resources for 
your use at home once passcodes are distribut-
ed. We will also have great fun working on a 
STEM activity involving junkyard robotics with 
the help of our 4-H representative, Barbara 
Barga, as well as exploring the changing of the 
seasons from Summer to Fall.  

Welcome back to school and the Third 
Grade. We are excited to begin the new 
year of learning and growing together.    
 
Here are some helpful tips to start the year 
off right:  
 
Please check your child’s agenda daily for 
homework and possible communication.  
 
We encourage you to help your child get 
into good homework.   
 
Please make sure your child is here in 
time to complete morning routines.  This 
helps set them up for success.  
 
Please let your child’s teacher know if you 
need help with supplies.    
 
Encourage your child every day.   

September is a busy month in Pre-
Kindergarten! This month we will be getting to 
know our new friends, learning the classroom 
rules and routines, working on recognizing and 
writing our first names. Thank you to all the 
parents and grandparents for coming out to 
open house it was wonderful meeting you and 
your family. Remember to check your child’s 
folder each night for important papers from 
school! Mrs. Hoffman and I are looking forward 
to working with your child and having a great 
and fun year in Pre-K! 



 

 

Good Dolphin Character Makes a Difference! 

Welcome to an exciting year at Wonderful Willards!  As we begin to focus on 
school, let’s be mindful of our character values.  Please remember that we 
are the best character models for our little ones. 

During the month of September, the Willards School Staff will focus on the 
value of respect.  We will recognize students who exhibit respectful behavior 
throughout the month.  Please discuss with your child ways he or she can 
show respect to others, him/herself and to the environment.   

During the year, we strive for all students to be Dynamic Dolphins.  Dynamic 
Dolphins are those students who are respectful, responsible and ready to 
learn.  Ripley’s Believe it or Not in Ocean City, MD has partnered with us to 
recognize our Dynamic Dolphins monthly. 

Also, I will be conducting individual and small group sessions throughout the 
year.  These sessions will focus on various topics; such as, friendship, conflict
-resolution and attentiveness.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 
questions or concerns.   

Your school counselor, 

Christina Thompson                                                        



 

 

The ARTS are Happening at WWS!  

We are excited to announce that our school-wide theme this year is Animal Kingdom! Your special area 
teachers have already started the search for excited co-teaching ideas. 

Our visiting artists in residence will be: Kevin Martin with steel strums for 2nd grade (this was fully fund-
ed by MSAC and our PTA), Staci Alexander, one of our talented parents, will work with 1st grade to ingrate 
movement into our theme, 3rd grade will travel to the OC Center for the Arts to work with their resident Potter 
and explore the art gallery, and Pre-k and K will welcome Suzanne Herbert-Forton for a multi-arts residency in 
the Spring (We have a written grant to the Community Foundation of the Eastern Shore.), asking for funding for 
this residency). We will showcase our residency work, arts learning and schoolwide theme during our annual 
parade. Dates and additional information will be sent home as events approach.  

Also this year, we look forward to a 2nd grade winter concert, 1st grade spring concert and 3rd grade re-
corder exhibition.   

We want to welcome those back that have been with us before and can’t wait to meet those new friends 
in the first few days of school. Please feel welcome to stop by your special area classrooms and say hello or in-
troduce yourselves.  

                               During each music class students will earn “The Daily 5” musicianship and musical skills points: 

                                                 

 5              =             Outstanding                       Student demonstrated excellent musicianship and mastery of the skills used in 
         today’s lesson. 

 4              =             Satisfactory                   Student demonstrated overall acceptable musicianship and understanding of 
         the  skills used in today’s lesson. 

 3              =             Unsatisfactory                Student demonstrated overall unacceptable musicianship and understanding 
         of the skills used in today’s lesson. 

 

                       The “Daily 5” will make up 50% of the student’s grade and 50% will come from quizzes and skill tests. 

Music Grading Scale 



 

 

Welcome Back!  

 To ensure a successful and meaningful Physical Education experience please make sure 
your child comes each day with sneakers and appropriate footwear for activity. In addition, if 
students do not wear gym shoes to school they should bring a pair in their bookbag. This will 
eliminate injuries or having to sit out of P.E.  

 We will have Red Ribbon Week activities centered around healthy choices, Fuel Up to 
Play 60 events, Favorite Song Friday and other fitness activities. I look forward to a GREAT 
year!              
 ~Ms. Rittling 

P.E. Update!  

P.E. Grading Scale 

Children in grades 1-3 will be graded in a Formative and Summative way. This means 
50% of their final grade will be formative (preparation, safety, following rules, effort and coop-
eration) and the other 50% summative (cognitive written assignments and/or performance of 
skills). The P.E. curriculum focuses on movement-based experiences, motor skills, dance, arts 
integrated lessons, fitness and fun! 



 

 

Health Room News 

OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS 
 

Please do not send Chap Stick, cough drops or other over-the-counter medications to school with  your 
child.  These things are a violation of the Maryland Code.  Anything with an active ingredient in it MUST 
have a doctor’s order to be given at school.  If you need a doctor’s order form, please call the Nurse’s 

Office.  410-677-5829 

TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL 
 

 If your child has been ill (vomited, spiked a fever) during the night or right before 
school, please do NOT send them to school.  Children are most contagious when running 

a fever.  For the health and well-being of everyone here at school, please keep your child 
home! 

 
Remember your child needs to be FEVER FREE for 24 hours (without Tylenol or Motrin) 

before returning to school. 

HEAD LICE TIPS 
 

Early detection of head lice can help prevent the spread of lice and make treatment easier.  Parents are 
encouraged to check through their child’s hair for 5-10 minutes every week.  Head lice tend to be a si-
lent visitor, therefore early detection makes treatment much easier.  Head lice are spread through close 
personal contact, such as; sharing personal items like; combs, brushes, hats, coats, scarves, helmets, 
barrettes, hair ties, and bandanas, or at sleep-overs, etc.  It has nothing to do with poor hygiene or an 

unclean home environment. 
 

The most common symptom of head lice is an itchy scalp, especially behind the ears and at the nape of 
the neck.  To check for head lice, part your child’s hair and look at the scalp for small white or yellow-
brown specks that are firmly attached to the hair shafts.  These are nits-lice eggs in their shell casings.  
Adult lice are more difficult to spot because they are small and will move quickly away when exposed to 

light. 
 

If you do find that your child has head lice please inform the school nurse and contact your doctor, 
pharmacist, or health department for additional information about which product they recommend for 

treatment. 



 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY 

           1  2 

 3 A 4 B 5 C 6 

Joe Corbi’s 
Fundraiser 
Begins 

D 7  8  9 

E 10 F 11 A 12 B 13 

Spirit Day 

 

C 14  15  16 

D 17 E 18 F 19 

Bookmobile 

 

A 20 

Joe Corbi’s 
Fundraiser 
Ends 

B 21  22  23 

C 24 D 25 E 26 F 27 A 28  29  30 

              

NOTES: 

Emergency forms will be coming 

home this week to those of you that 

weren’t able to attend our Back to 

School night.  Please look over them, 

make any corrections needed, sign and 

return them to school as soon as pos-

sible so that we can get the correct in-

formation in our system. 


